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Speartooth Shark Glyphis glyphis

SPECIES INFORMATION SHEET No. 2

�ŝƐƚƌŝďƵƟŽŶ��
Restricted to a small number 
of river/estuarine systems of 
northern Australia: 

1  NT: Daly River, Adelaide River 
and Alligator Rivers Region

2  QLD: Wenlock River, Ducie 
River and Port Musgrave (plus 
historical records from the 
Bizant River)

Also southern Papua New Guinea.

�ŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶ�^ƚĂƚƵƐ��
/ŶƚĞƌŶĂƟŽŶĂů�;/h�E�ZĞĚ�>ŝƐƚ�ŽĨ�dŚƌĞĂƚĞŶĞĚ�^ƉĞĐŝĞƐͿ͗� 
Endangered 

�ƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂ͗��ƌŝƟĐĂůůǇ��ŶĚĂŶŐĞƌĞĚ�

EŽƌƚŚĞƌŶ�dĞƌƌŝƚŽƌǇ͗�Vulnerable 

• Speartooth Shark is a protected species throughout 
Australia.

• It has a restricted range and restricted habitat.

• WŽƉƵůĂƟŽŶƐ�ĂƌĞ�ƚŚŽƵŐŚƚ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ƐŵĂůů͘

• It has not been seen in the Bizant River since 1982.

^ƉĞĂƌƚŽŽƚŚ�^ŚĂƌŬ�/ĚĞŶƟĮĐĂƟŽŶ
Three sharks occur in northern Australian rivers 
(Speartooth Shark, Northern River Shark and Bull 
Shark).

>ĂƌŐĞ�ϮŶĚ�ĚŽƌƐĂů�ĮŶ�;ŚĞŝŐŚƚ�ŝƐ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ϯͬϰ�ŚĞŝŐŚƚ�
ŽĨ�ϭƐƚ�ĚŽƌƐĂů�ĮŶͿ�ƐĞƉĂƌĂƚĞƐ�^ƉĞĂƌƚŽŽƚŚ�^ŚĂƌŬͬ
Northern River Shark from Bull Shark:

Speartooth Shark:  Waterline 
mark just below eye; prominent 
black blotches on undersides of 
ƉĞĐƚŽƌĂů�ĮŶƐ�;ŶŽƚ�ĂůǁĂǇƐ�ĂƐ�ĚĂƌŬ�
as in the image); snout short.

EŽƌƚŚĞƌŶ�ZŝǀĞƌ�^ŚĂƌŬ: Waterline 
mark more than an eye diameter 
below eye; undersides of pectoral 
ĮŶƐ�ŽŌĞŶ�ƉĂůĞ�;ĂůƚŚŽƵŐŚ�ĐĂŶ�
also be dark in some individuals); 
snout elongate.
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dŚĞ�E�ZW�DĂƌŝŶĞ��ŝŽĚŝǀĞƌƐŝƚǇ�,Ƶď�ŝƐ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚĞĚ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�ĨƵŶĚŝŶŐ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ��ƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂŶ�'ŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚ͛Ɛ�EĂƟŽŶĂů��ŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚĂů�ZĞƐĞĂƌĐŚ�WƌŽŐƌĂŵ͕�ĂĚŵŝŶŝƐƚĞƌĞĚ�
ďǇ�ƚŚĞ��ĞƉĂƌƚŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�^ƵƐƚĂŝŶĂďŝůŝƚǇ͕��ŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚ͕�tĂƚĞƌ͕�WŽƉƵůĂƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ��ŽŵŵƵŶŝƟĞƐ�;�^�tWĂ�Ϳ͘�KƵƌ�ŐŽĂů�ŝƐ�ƚŽ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ŵĂƌŝŶĞ�ƐƚĂŬĞŚŽůĚĞƌƐ�ŝŶ�ĞǀŝĚĞŶĐĞͲ
based decision making for marine biodiversity management. Stakeholders include DSEWPaC, the Australian Fisheries Management Authority (AFMA), the 
�ƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂŶ�WĞƚƌŽůĞƵŵ�WƌŽĚƵĐƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ��ǆƉůŽƌĂƟŽŶ��ƐƐŽĐŝĂƟŽŶ�;�WW��Ϳ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�/ŶƚĞŐƌĂƚĞĚ�DĂƌŝŶĞ�KďƐĞƌǀŝŶŐ�^ǇƐƚĞŵ�;/DK^Ϳ͘

ǁǁǁ͘ŶĞƌƉŵĂƌŝŶĞ͘ĞĚƵ͘ĂƵ

^ƉĞĂƌƚŽŽƚŚ�^ŚĂƌŬ��ŝŽůŽŐǇ���
• �ŝŽůŽŐǇ�ŝƐ�ǀĞƌǇ�ƉŽŽƌůǇͲŬŶŽǁŶ͘

• :ƵǀĞŶŝůĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƐƵďĂĚƵůƚƐ�ŝŶŚĂďŝƚ�ƟĚĂů�ƌĞĂĐŚĞƐ�ŽĨ�ůĂƌŐĞ�
rivers.

• Adults have never been captured or seen; their 
habitat is unknown (but is presumed to be coastal/
marine).

• Size at birth is ~50 cm long.

• DĂǆŝŵƵŵ�ƐŝǌĞ�ŝƐ�ƵŶŬŶŽǁŶ͕�ďƵƚ�ƚŚŽƵŐŚƚ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�Ϯ͘ϱͲϯ�ŵ�
long.

• Tracking of a few sharks showed that they move with 
ƚŚĞ�ƟĚĞƐ͕�ŐŽŝŶŐ�ĚŽǁŶƐƚƌĞĂŵ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŽƵƚŐŽŝŶŐ�ƟĚĞ�ĂŶĚ�
ƵƉƐƚƌĞĂŵ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŝŶĐŽŵŝŶŐ�ƟĚĞ͘

• �ĞŝŶŐ�Ă�ůĂƌŐĞ�ƐŚĂƌŬ�ƚŚĞǇ�ŚĂǀĞ�ůŽǁ�ƉƌŽĚƵĐƟǀŝƚǇ͕�ǁŚŝĐŚ�
ůŝŵŝƚƐ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ĂďŝůŝƚǇ�ƚŽ�ƌĞĐŽǀĞƌ�ĨƌŽŵ�ĚĞƉůĞƟŽŶ͘

ZĞƐĞĂƌĐŚ���
• This Marine Biodiversity Hub Project is gaining a 

ďĞƩĞƌ�ƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚŝŶŐ�ŽĨ�^ƉĞĂƌƚŽŽƚŚ�^ŚĂƌŬƐ�ƚŽ�ŝŶĨŽƌŵ�
management.

• DNA is collected to look at the family tree of each 
ĮƐŚ͘�DĂƚŚĞŵĂƟĐĂů�ŵŽĚĞůƐ�ĂƌĞ�ƵƐĞĚ�ƚŽ�ĞƐƟŵĂƚĞ�ƚŚĞ�
ƉŽƉƵůĂƟŽŶ�ƐŝǌĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƚƌĞŶĚ�;ĚĞĐƌĞĂƐŝŶŐ͕�ŝŶĐƌĞĂƐŝŶŐ� 
or stable).

• Speartooth Sharks are tagged to monitor 
ŵŽǀĞŵĞŶƚƐ͕�ĚĞƚĞƌŵŝŶĞ�ĐƌŝƟĐĂů�ŚĂďŝƚĂƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĞƐƟŵĂƚĞ�
natural mortality.

Habitat

^ĞĞŶ�Ă�^ƉĞĂƌƚŽŽƚŚ�^ŚĂƌŬ͍�
/Ĩ�ǇŽƵ͛ǀĞ�ƐĞĞŶ�Žƌ�ĐĂƵŐŚƚ�Ă�^ƉĞĂƌƚŽŽƚŚ�^ŚĂƌŬ͕�ƉůĞĂƐĞ� 
��������ƐĞŶĚ�ĚĞƚĂŝůƐ�ƚŽ͗�ƉĞƚĞƌ͘ŬǇŶĞΛĐĚƵ͘ĞĚƵ͘ĂƵ
��������������Žƌ�ĐĂůů�;ϬϴͿ�ϴϵϰϲ�ϳϲϭϲ

/ŶĐůƵĚĞ͗ 
•�>ŽĐĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƐŝŐŚƟŶŐ�Žƌ�ĐĂƉƚƵƌĞ 
• Date 
• ^ŝǌĞ�;ŝĨ�ƉŽƐƐŝďůĞͿ 
• WŚŽƚŽŐƌĂƉŚƐ

Prepared by Peter Kyne, Charles Darwin University.

ZĞŵĞŵďĞƌ͗�^ƉĞĂƌƚŽŽƚŚ�^ŚĂƌŬƐ�ĂƌĞ�ƉƌŽƚĞĐƚĞĚ͘�ZĞůĞĂƐĞ�
ƚŚĞŵ�ƐĂĨĞůǇ�ƚŽ�ĞŶƐƵƌĞ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ƐƵƌǀŝǀĂů͕�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�
ƐƉĞĐŝĞƐ͘

ZĞůĞĂƐŝŶŐ�^ƉĞĂƌƚŽŽƚŚ�^ŚĂƌŬƐ�

• �Ž�ŶŽƚ�ŐĂī� 
the shark.

• /Ĩ�ƐĂĨĞ�ƚŽ�ĚŽ�ƐŽ͕� 
ƌĞŵŽǀĞ�ŚŽŽŬ�ĂŶĚ�Ăůů�ĮƐŚŝŶŐ�ůŝŶĞ�ƵƐŝŶŐ� 
Ă�ĚĞͲŚŽŽŬŝŶŐ�ĚĞǀŝĐĞ͘

• /Ĩ�ǇŽƵ�ĐĂŶ͛ƚ�ƌĞŵŽǀĞ�ƚŚĞ�ŚŽŽŬ͕�ĐƵƚ�ƚŚĞ�ůŝŶĞ� 
ĂƐ�ĐůŽƐĞ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ŚŽŽŬ�ĂƐ�ƉŽƐƐŝďůĞ͘

• DŝŶŝŵŝƐĞ�ĐĂƉƚƵƌĞ�Θ�ŚĂŶĚůŝŶŐ�ƟŵĞ�ĂƐ�ŵƵĐŚ� 
ĂƐ�ƉŽƐƐŝďůĞ͘


